Class 2 Topics for the term – Summer Term 2016
	
	Our topics are:
A Place for Everything

The World is Our Oyster

The Olympics
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Literacy 
The children will be learning about recounts and will be introduced to the skills they need in the role of detectives, such as recount, explain, research and present information. Children will write around the theme of an environmental calamity, and will also produce a nature guide, both of which closely link to work covered in science. The children will be learning about discussion texts and will learn about the many features such as arguments for and against a proposal. They will write metaphor poetry later in the term as well as study instructions texts and write about how to put on an Olympic themed Sports Day.
Maths
The children will be developing their core skills in maths, using the four basic operations. They will be looking in more depth at place value, identifying properties of 2d and 3d shapes, converting measures, calculating perimeter and area of shape, converting between fractions and decimals amongst other areas of the maths curriculum.
Science  

Our initial science topic will include identification, grouping and classification of animals and plants, leading to using and creating their own classification keys. Activities are aimed at developing scientific enquiry and recording skills. Pupils also consider the positive and negative impacts of human activity on animal and plant habitats and environments.

Computing
Children will be using branching databases to classify different types of organisms. They will use Google Earth to explore locations researching, collecting and presenting facts. They will use unit converters to convert data between imperial and metric systems and help create a class blog. Later in the term the children will create an Olympic games fact file.
Geography
In geography we are going to learning about human and physical geographical features in their locality. Fieldwork features strongly in both science and geography and outdoor lessons are a key part of many lessons. Pupils will improve their practical geographic skills using compasses, maps and plans in their local area and will look at grid references, symbols and keys used on Ordnance Survey maps. There will be a focus on the Grampian region of Scotland and the Rocky Mountains in Canada as well as exploring the pioneers of the 19th century in America and North American culture. The children will have the opportunity to explore their own surroundings as well as two key areas of the world. There will be opportunities to reflect on their own communities and those of others from the present day and the past. Later in the term the children will look at the country of Brazil in preparation for the Olympic Games this summer. 
Music 
We will be looking at music linked to our topics.  This term the children will be working towards an exciting end of term production of The Tempest.  Later in the term we will be performing in the Wall Music Festival. Children will receive specialist music lessons from Ms Judge every week and additional keyboard lessons on a Tuesday afternoon from the keyboard specialist.
Art

The children will learn about Native American cultural motifs and will design their own rug based on the designs of the Native American Navajo tribe. Later in the term the children will look at body movement of athletes in action and will design their own movement paintings having looked at the work of artists such as Marcel Duchamp and Umberto Boccioni.
Drama  
This term we will be working on a final production of The Tempest as part our of drama lessons with Mr Brolly on a Wednesday afternoon.  This will be very exciting as it’s a Shakespeare text.  The children will be creating their own script.  We hope to perform this in an exciting venue (possibly the Minnack Theatre)…TBC.
DT  

In design and technology pupils will find out about the craft of felt making and will plan, design and make a felt picture inspired by natural habitats. They will use images taken in their science lessons for inspiration.

RE
We will be learning about Christianity in Cornwall. Amongst other lessons, the children will learn about Cornwall as a place of Christianity and how Christianity came to Cornwall, the Celtic church and the Prayer Book rebellion of 1549. We will study the coming of non-conformity to Cornwall, its diversity and the importance of John Wesley and Methodism in today’s Cornwall. Later in the term we will look at the uses of the bible and in particular understand about the use of Psalms.
PE  

On a Monday and Friday afternoon the children will receive a PE lesson incorporating the skills needed for field games and athletics.  The year 5s and 6s will have a swimming lesson on a Tuesday afternoon. Children need to ensure that they have the correct kit and that their hair is tied up.  Please ensure that if your child is in year 5 or 6, they have their swimming kit in school on Tuesdays.
Big Talk 
Your child will bring home their Big Talk book on a Thursday night with instructions stuck inside so that they are able to spend some time with an adult discussing the task. They should then make some notes, which they will then be able to use when they complete the Big Write the next day. The Big Write usually takes place on a Friday morning, and is designed to be an opportunity for the children to complete an independent piece of work, which they have thought about, and planned for, the night before. It is therefore really helpful for the children that they have done the preparatory work in their Big Talk.
General
· Stud earring and watches are the only items of jewellery to be worn in school.

· Any money brought into school needs to be placed in an envelope and labelled with name and class

· Eye tests are no longer done at school.  They are free so please take your child to the optician to check sight.

· Reading – nightly for 5-10 minutes.  This will ensure that child becomes a confident and able reader. If children read at least 5 times at home each week they will be entered into the Star Read prize draw on Friday. 

· Please ensure that your child has their reading books and recording record in school every day. This helps us to track their progress and ensure they move up to the next level when appropriate.

· Times tables – each child is working on their own time table target and any work at home linked to this can only be a help.  Please see the teacher about advice on games etc. that you can play.

· Celebration of achievements in and out of school.  If children have certificates etc. please encourage them to bring in to put on the achievers board.

· Clubs – there are a wide variety of clubs.  We would like everyone to be involved in at least 1 club.  It is a great opportunity to learn new skills and take up new hobbies.  Time spent in clubs can be used towards the Children’s University Passport.  Any clubs outside of school may also be added so please let us know.

· Spellings will be glued into pink books for the children to learn and they will have a short spelling test each Friday.
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