	TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY

	 

	 INTRODUCTION
	 

	
	 

	At St Madderns School we believe in the concept of Learning for Life.

We aim to develop an enthusiasm for learning that will be with all our pupils for life.

Through our teaching we aim to equip children with the skills, knowledge and 
understanding necessary to be able to make informed choices about the important things in their lives. 
We believe that appropriate teaching and learning experiences help children develop their full potential and equip children to lead happy and rewarding lives.
	 

	
	 

	 AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
	

	 
	 

	This teaching and learning policy is intended to promote consistency and high standards and the achievement of the school aims. At St Madderns we aim to make our school a place where each child will 

· Be a member of a caring, supportive and welcoming environment 
· Be treated and valued as an individual

· Be challenged and stimulated while enjoying a wide range of learning experiences

· Be provided with a curriculum that is relevant to the needs of child 

· Develop high levels of Literacy and Numeracy
· Develop an enquiring mind that wants to learn more

· Develop a positive attitude towards learning within a creative curriculum

· Develop imagination and creative expression through a wide range of media

· Feel happy, safe and secure

· Be encouraged to be truthful and honest

· Grow in self esteem

· Become conscientious young citizens who are tolerant and respectful of others values

· Become independent learners who are confident, flexible and able to co-operate with others

· Develop an individual and collective sense of responsibility
· Have equal opportunities

· Know that there are effective links between the school, the child’s home and the community which promote aspiration and high expectations
· Take pride in their achievements, celebrate these and engender a desire to succeed


	

	We believe that these aims will be met by:

 
	 

	· Our firm belief in our philosophy for Early Years Education
· A recognition of the different and changing needs at each stage of a child’s education

· By placing a strong emphasis on the acquisition of Literacy and Numeracy skills and linking these with the wider curriculum so that children are able to apply the knowledge they have gained

· By giving the children an awareness of the locality and community of which they are a part

· The quality and commitment of all staff at St Madderns all working to achieve these aims

· By the strong partnership we encourage with our parents/carers and the local community

· By the involvement and support of the Governing body in our school

· By working with outside agencies to secure the best provision for children at our school.


	 

	 EFFECTIVE LEARNING 
	

	 
	 

	We believe that effective learning will take place when children are:
· Feeling safe, secure, confident and happy

· Initiating their own activities that promote learning in the Foundation Stage

· Having time to explore their own ideas  and interests in the Foundation Stage 

· Learning in different ways and at different rates 

· Engaged in problem solving, investigative activities and structured play
· Involved in creative learning experiences

· Showing interest, involvement and enthusiasm

· Focusing and concentrating on the task in hand

· Able to work increasingly independently using knowledge and skills relevant to their age and experience

· Taking increasing responsibility for aspects of their own learning

· Taking opportunities to consolidate their learning 

· Showing initiative to apply skills already learnt in new situations e.g. problem solving, investigations and structured play

· Responding positively to success and showing pride in their achievements

· Valuing the contributions of others and listening to their opinions

· Interacting positively with adults and peers

· Working with others towards achievement of their learning goal

· Asking questions to develop their skills and understanding

· Are aware of what they are learning and can measure their own progress towards a learning goal.

We acknowledge that people learn in many different ways and we recognise the need to develop strategies that allow all children to learn in different ways.

 We strive to create independent learners taking into account research and philosophies which recognise different forms of intelligence and different learning styles. 

We aim that children will themselves begin to be knowledgeable of learning styles (visual/auditory/kinaesthetic) and understand that to become effective learners they need to develop those styles which they find most difficult rather than see these styles as inaccessible to them.
	

	 
	 

	We offer opportunities for children to learn in different ways. 
These include:
	 

	 
	 

	• 

investigation and problem solving;

• 

whole class work;

• 

watching film and responding to musical or tape recorded material;

• 

research and finding out;

• 

questioning;

• 

debates, role plays and oral presentations;

• 

group work;

• 

use of the computer; 

• 

designing and making things;

• 

pair work;

• 

fieldwork and visits to places of educational interest;

• 

participation in physical activity;

• 

independent work;

• 

creative activities;

• 

reflecting on what has been learned


	 

	 
	 

	We encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning, to be involved as far as possible in reviewing the way they learn and to reflect on how they learn – what helps them learn and what makes it difficult for them to learn. Assessment for learning, self review and peer review strategies are used, as well as planned plenary at the end of lessons to review the key learning objectives and to assess the level of understanding.

	 

	
	 

	 
EFFECTIVE TEACHING

The Curriculum

We believe that children learn best when links can be made between different areas of the curriculum.
We believe that a curriculum is effective when built around real life first hand experiences and creative opportunities. We are currently applying for Arts Mark
We believe in sharing and celebrating our work with the community .We do this by having events each half term where parents and carers can see the work that has taken place.
We believe in the value of outdoor education both on and off the school site and in providing a range of educational visits locally and further a field. Many of our topics are based around and include a visit.
We believe in the value of using specialists to work with the children to enhance their learning and with staff to further their professional development. 
We believe in using and celebrating the rich local environment and cultural heritage of Cornwall. Topics in the curriculum include mining, Humphrey Davy, Land of Saints, Richard Trevithick and studies of the local area.
We believe that improving the health and fitness of children can contribute to their attainment at school.  We revalidated for Healthy Schools status in 2009.
We believe that teaching of a modern foreign language from an early age is essential to later learning of a foreign language. We also believe that this skill enhances other areas of the curriculum e.g. development of careful listening

We believe that the acquisition of skills in speaking and listening is essential foundation work for the development of reading and writing. Much emphasis is placed on this work particularly in the Foundation stage and Key stage 1. 
We believe that ICT teaching should permeate every subject we teach as well as being taught as a discrete subject. It is essential that the children at St Madderns have a broad experience of using ICT and are competent users of it by the end of year 6.

We believe that our teaching should enable every child to reach their maximum potential whatever their age or ability.
	

	When teaching we focus on motivating children and building on their skills, knowledge and understanding to improve their attainment and attitudes. 
We aim to work across the curriculum to improve the children’s basic skills.

We base our teaching on knowledge of the children’s prior levels of attainment through both formative and summative assessment.

We strive to ensure that tasks set are appropriate to each child’s level of ability.

We aim to provide as much support as possible to those who need it most whist giving independence and freedom to explore and meet higher challenges to those that are ready for this.

Our schemes of work set out the aims, objective and details of what is to be taught to each year group.
At present we use curriculum plans based on DfES, QCA schemes LCP publications.

We have introduced the Sense of Place materials to enhance the curriculum and provide a local emphasis to the content delivered. 


	 

	 
	 

	The Teaching Environment

We believe that 

· We should maintain a clean, tidy and attractive environment
· Resources should be reviewed continually to ensure only resources in line with our standards are offered to the children

· Everyone should  take a pride in the school’s environment and all take responsibility for enhancing it’s aesthetic appearance

· Resources should be appropriately labelled and organised in such a way to enable the children to work as independently as possible.

· Children should be encouraged to care for resources and be responsible for putting these away in their proper places

· Classrooms and adjoining areas should reflect the breadth and areas of the curriculum being studied.

DISPLAY 


	

	The school believes that the purpose of display is to support pupil’s learning. 
	

	 
	 

	This may be achieved in a variety of ways:
	 

	 
	 

	 Engaging pupils in learning by
	 

	 
	 

	• 

interactive display

• 

exciting ideas

• 

asking questions relevant to current learning
• 

fresh / relevant to current topics & themes

• 

challenging children’s learning and understanding
• 

colourful

• 

criteria for success e.g. Learning walls

· •
themed role play areas supporting current areas of study


	 

	 

	 

	Enabling learning - to take place by having access to
	 

	 
	 

	• 

Word lists

• 

White boards

• 

Place value cards available
• 

Access to basic resources by pupils (crayons, scissors, paper, glue, etc.)

• 

Number lines

• 

Number squares

• 

Timelines

• 

Tables squares

• 

Clocks

• 

High-frequency words

• 

Areas to explore and experiment independently e.g. writing tables, music areas

	 

	   
	 

	   Celebrating success
	 

	 
	 

	• 

displaying good work (also in corridors)

• 

exemplar materials

• 

house point boards, whole class rewards
star of the week
• 

pupil’s photos (check permission)

•
workers and Writers of the week, French certificate and  Golden token winners
•
supporting different charities e.g. Children in Need, Shelterbox, Ugandan schools
•
Working with artists in school e.g. Poetry work, Arts week and sharing this work with parents and the community
•
Open Afternoons / exhibitions outside school

•

Celebrating together Community involvement – Mazey Day, St Piran, Madron Feast, Madron Show

	 

	 
TARGET SETTING
	

	 
	 

	From Year 1 to 6 targets are set in both English and Mathematics for individuals and groups of children. 
Targets are discussed and reviewed with parents at half termly open afternoons.
Parents receive copies of targets set and information on how to help your child with Literacy and Maths and sign at parent consultation times.

Targets are set in Reading, writing and Mathematics for children in Years 2 to 6.  These are on our Data Tracking spreadsheets.

SAT results and teacher assessment are used to assess ongoing progress.
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